FROM   TSARDOM  TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
Within the Bolshevik Party, right from its inception, there was
always complete freedom of expression; but once a decision was
taken it was demanded that all should conform to it, that confusion
should not be sown in the minds of the people by the advocacy
of different policies by different members of the Party. The
organization of opposition groups and fractions within the Party
was strictly forbidden. Self-criticism, i.e. criticism of mistakes of
policy or practice made by the Party, was encouraged and was
more often than not carried on boldly in public in order to educate
the masses and to show them what the Party really stood for.
It was only when the opposition formed blocs against the
majority of the Party, when they tried to organize demonstrations
hostile to the Soviet Government and generally hindered the great
work of reconstruction and the building of Socialism, that action
was taken against them.
Those who regard these trials as a measure of personal revenge
on the part of Stalin against Trotsky and the other accused will be
surprised to learn that it was precisely Stalin who in the early days
of the opposition whilst fighting them with arguments for all he
was worth, nevertheless stood out strongly against any idea of
their expulsion from the Party, Let us give a few facts:
Towards the end of 1924, the Leningrad opposition group, with
Zinoviev at its head, demanded the expulsion of Trotsky from
the Party. Trotsky, it may be remarked, had always been in more
or less open or concealed opposition to the Party line. Actually
Trotsky had never for any length of time been a loyal, stable
Party member; even before the Revolution he stood halfway, as
a party of one, between the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks, inclining,
on the whole, more towards the latter than the former.
Stalin and the majority of the Central Committee of the Party
rejected the demand for the expulsion of Trotsky. Later, the Lenin-
grad group and also Kamenev urged the expulsion of Trotsky
from the Political Bureau; but again Stalin and the majority
rejected this and only removed Trotsky from his position as
Commissar for War. Explaining this attitude, Stalin said:
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